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Creating Continuity and Progression in Geography

	      KEY STAGE 1

	
	RETRIEVAL
	YEAR 1
	RETRIEVAL
	YEAR 2

	LOCATIONAL KNOWLEDGE
	
	•Children in Reception have talked about Great Britain, England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland. They are less likely to have discussed the United Kingdom
•They know that they live in England and might know we live on an island.
•They are aware of living in the town of Stratford. They may know other local areas from school trips and home connections.



	
	
•Know the names of the four countries that make up the UK
•Know the names the three main seas that surround the UK
•Know the name of and locate the four capital cities of England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland
•Know the name of our nearest town – Stratford.




	
	
•Pupils in Year 1 have some familiarity with the names of the continents through stories/songs covered.
•They have learned of the three main seas that surround the UK
•They know of London and that it is our capital city.
•Pupils have learned about the four countries that make up the UK in Year 1




	
	
•Know the names of and locate the seven continents of the world
•Know the names of and locate the five oceans of the world





	PLACE KNOWLEDGE
	
	
•Children, have, through small world play, explored a range of environments and homes
•They have experienced being hot and cold, and dressing for different weather when outside
•They have learned about animals that live in hot &cold places.




	
	
•Know features of hot and cold places in the world




	
	
•They have studied hot and cold places in the world, including those in Europe
•They know about the weather during different seasons in the UK
•They know about differences in weather within the UK



	
	
•Know the main differences between a place in England and that of a small place in a non-European country








	      KEY STAGE 1

	
	RETRIEVAL
	YEAR 1
	RETRIEVAL
	YEAR 2

	HUMAN & PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY
	
	
Children have talked about weather each day in EYFS so are aware of the range of weather we get in the UK
•Children may have seen some familiar weather symbols on TV or weather apps.
•They may have experience of a village, town or city and have an understanding as to what that means.



	
	
Know which is the hottest and coldest season in the UK
•Know and recognise main weather symbols
•Know the main differences between a city, town and village.




	
	
Some pupils will have a good idea what is meant by the physical features mentioned in the Y2 objective
•Because of learning about hot and cold places, they may have come across some of these features in stories read
•Some may be able to talk from personal experience about living in a city, town or village and what the benefits are.




	
	
Identify the following physical features: mountain, lake, island, valley, river, cliff, forest and beach
•Explain some of the advantages and disadvantages of living in a city, town or village.





	GEOGRAPHICAL SKILLS & FIELDWORK
	
	
Children may link the North Pole with Father Christmas
•They have learned about pirates and will be familiar with the four points of a compass
•Children in EYFS know every street has a name
•Some may be familiar with their nearest town or city because of regular visits to them
•They are very likely to have become familiar with their school grounds when in EYFS




	
	
Know where the equator, North Pole and South Pole are on a globe
•Know which is N, E, S and W on a compass
•Know their address, including postcode
•Know the name of the nearest town or city
•Know how to follow a simple road map
•Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds




	
	
Many pupils may know their left from their right hands and also be familiar with the terms below, next to, etc.
•They have made simple island maps related to pirate work 
•Pupils know the names of some local towns but may not have located them on a map
•Pupils know what a city is




	
	
Know and use the vocabulary: left and right; below, next to
•Create a simple map; and use and use basic symbols in a key
•Know the name of the nearest town or city and locate it on a map of the UK
•Locate a number of cities on a map of the UK
•Make a model, using road strips and toy buildings that shows features in an area








	      LOWER KEY STAGE 2

	
	RETRIEVAL
	YEAR 3
	RETRIEVAL
	YEAR 4

	LOCATIONAL KNOWLEDGE
	
	
Some children may have been on holiday in a European city
•However, some may have been but not linked the city to Europe
•Children will have familiarity through foods, e.g. pizza
•Food technology opportunities may have familiarised some pupils with different European food
•They may be familiar with a globe but not with the southern and northern hemispheres
•Many may know names of cities in England but have not learned yet where they are on a map of the UK




	
	
Know the names of and locate at least eight European countries
•Know the difference between Great Britain, The British Isles and the United Kingdom
•Know the names of and locate at least eight counties and at least six cities in England
•Know the names of four countries from the southern hemisphere and four from the northern hemisphere




	
	
From Year 3 learning about Europe, children should know about European countries
•Other cities like New York or Islamabad may well be known to them through personal or TV/media
•Some may be familiar with a local river and may have heard of the river Nile through their Ancient Egyptian learning
•Pupils know what a city, country and a continent is
•They will know the difference between Great Britain, the British Isles and the United Kingdom
•Pupils have studied hot and cold places in Year 1
•Pupils have used world maps, globes and atlases to locate countries and cities



	
	
Know the names of and locate at least eight major capital cities across the world
•Know where the main mountain regions are in the UK
•Know, name and locate the main rivers in the UK
•Know where the equator, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn and the Greenwich Meridian are on a world map
•Know what is meant by the term ‘tropics’





	PLACE KNOWLEDGE
	
	
Some children may have links to holidays in the Mediterranean
•Some children may be able to talk about differences in food and climate when it comes to consider the Mediterranean
•Many may have heard of the Mediterranean but may not know what it is.




	
	
Know at least five differences between living in the UK and a Mediterranean country.




	
	



	      LOWER KEY STAGE 2

	
	RETRIEVAL
	YEAR 3
	RETRIEVAL
	YEAR 4

	HUMAN & PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY
	
	
•From KS1, pupils have learned about different parts of the world and know about the continents
•Most pupils will link earthquakes and volcanoes with disasters
•However, they may not have a clear understanding as how they are caused
•Some may link disasters with stories read.




	
	
•Know what causes an earthquake
•Label the different parts of a volcano
•Know about the human characteristics and features of a European country and its major cities




	
	
•The learning about earthquakes in Year 3 may help pupils understand that in many countries they have to build to protect themselves from damage
•Some pupils may have seen a tsunami on television
•Link the learning on the water cycle with science
•Most pupils will have some understanding about deserts.




	
	
•Know how countries prepare and protect themselves from the effects of an earthquake 
•Know how tsunamis are formed
•Know why most cities are located by a river
•Know the impact of the water cycle e.g. potential flooding
•Know the names of and locate some of the world’s deserts.





	GEOGRAPHICAL SKILLS & FIELDWORK
	
	
•Pupils may have some experience of seeing the images that drones provide and may be able to link this with aerial photographs
•Pupils have studied a small area of a non-European country in Year 2 including human and physical features
•Pupils have learned about the four points of the compass in Year 1, and basic human and physical features in Year 2
•Through holidays & family ties, children may be able to relate to countries e.g. Spain, France, Greece, Poland etc.




	
	
•Use maps to locate European countries and capitals
•Know and name the eight points of a compass 
•Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features
•Talk about the features in their local environment and compare it with another they know




	
	
•Pupils learned about the Equator and the North and South Poles earlier in Key Stage 1, and some may have come across the tropics
•Some may have been on a long car journey and will have noticed the road signs and heard the SatNav giving instructions.




	
	
•Use maps and globes to locate the equator, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn and the Greenwich Meridian
•Distinguish between the Northern and Southern hemisphere on both a world map and a globe
•Be able to plan a journey within the UK, using a road map
•Make a model to show part of the local area, e.g. parks, shopping precinct, etc.







	      UPPER KEY STAGE 2

	
	RETRIEVAL
	YEAR 5
	RETRIEVAL
	YEAR 6

	LOCATIONAL KNOWLEDGE
	
	
•From learning in Years 3 and 4 pupils know some European capitals
•In addition, learning about the Romans and the Ancient Greeks adds to the knowledge children already have
•Some pupils, through football will have links to South American countries and their capitals
•Similarly, many pupils will know of the USA and key cities such as New York




	
	
•Know the names of a number of European capitals
•Know the names of, and locate, a number of South or North American countries.




	
	
•Some pupils may have awareness that Australia and Pakistan are on different time zones than we are
•Some may have experienced flying to different places in the world and recognised the different time on arrival at their destination
•Some pupils may pick up from charity adverts on television that not all countries are like ours
•Some may link with the learning in Year 2 about a comparative non-European country




	
	
•Know about time zones and work out differences
•Know and locate developed nations and cities compared to underdeveloped nations 
•Know and locate high, middle and low income countries.





	PLACE KNOWLEDGE
	
	
•Pupils may have some knowledge of South American countries but are more likely to have greater knowledge of North American countries, especially the USA. This is mainly due to pop’ culture, TV & internet.




	
	
•Know key differences between living in the UK and in a country in either North or South America




	
	
•Pupils are familiar with maps and digital technologies and this provides them with an opportunity to become more familiar with Europe as a whole
•There may be some children in the class with family links in: Poland, Eastern Europe & other countries.




	

	
•Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America










	      UPPER KEY STAGE 2

	
	RETRIEVAL
	YEAR 5
	RETRIEVAL
	YEAR 6

	HUMAN & PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY
	
	
•Pupils can locate and name some of the world’s deserts because of the learning in geography in Year 4 and the study in history of the Ancient Egyptians
•They may have already come across rainforest through the media.
Children may know some of the issues associated with climate change due to media coverage.




	
	
•Know what is meant by biomes and what are the features of a specific biome
•Label layers of a rainforest and know what deforestation is
•Know the causes and impact of climate change 




	
	
•Pupils may live near an industrial area
•Other may have passed one as they travel to various places in the country
•They may be aware of the campaigns of significant people like David Attenborough and Greta Thunberg
•They may have views about what should be done and what is already being done regarding climate change.




	
	
•Know why our industrial areas and ports are important
•Know main human and physical differences between developed and developing nations 
•Know the impact of influential people on climate change e.g. Greta Thunberg, David Attenborough
•Evaluate the impact of climate change and how it could impact on their own lives 





	GEOGRAPHICAL SKILLS & FIELDWORK
	
	
•Links to the mathematics curriculum help pupils should be able to draw on these skills to help them with map work
•Pupils have used a map of the local area in Year 4 and used road map to plan a journey
•Pupils have learned to interpret and present discrete and continuous data using appropriate graphical methods
•In Year 4 pupils learned to count backwards through zero to include negative numbers
•Pupils have learned how to choose and use ºC to measure temperature and use thermometers.




	
	
•Know how to use graphs to record features such as temperature or rainfall across the world
•Know most of the symbols used on a UK road map, including status of roads
•Know some of the main features of a satnav
•Use appropriate special language when giving directions




	
	
•Pupils have experienced Google Earth in past years
•Pupils will have knowledge of different maps from previous learning. They may have familiarity with various graphs because of graphical work in mathematics
•Pupils have learned about bar charts and time graphs in Year 4 and line graphs in Year 5




	
	
•Use Google Earth to locate a country or place of interest and to follow the journey of rivers, etc.
•Know what most of the ordnance survey symbols stand for
•Know how to use six-figure grid references
•Use graphs to compare changes over time 
•Know how to use digimaps
•Be familiar with topographical maps and know about contours, etc.
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