
Bishopton Progression of skills in Music 

 EYFS YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 

SINGING • Experiment by 

making a range of 

sounds using their 

voices 

• Beginning to join in 

with simple songs 

and rhymes with 

support and lots of 

repetition 

• Use voice to 

speak, chant and 

sing 

• Make and 

control long and 

short sounds 

• Imitate changes 

in pitch – high 

and low 

• Sing a range of 

call and response 

songs 

• Begin with simple 

songs with a 

small range mi-so 

• Sing songs with a 

pitch range of 

do-so 

• Sing songs with a 

small pitch range 

• Know the 

meaning of 

dynamics 

(loud/quiet) and 

tempo (fast/slow) 

• Sing songs 

following the 

tune 

• Use voice in 

different ways to 

create different 

effects 

• Sing or clap 

increasing or 

decreasing in 

tempo 

• Sing a widening 

range of unison 

songs 

• Pitch range of 

do-so 

• Perform forte 

and piano 

(loud/soft) 

• Walk, more or 

clap a steady 

beat with other, 

changing the 

tempo 

• Sing in tune 

controlling 

breathing 

• Perform with 

control and an 

awareness of what 

others are singing 

• Sing a range of 

unison songs with 

the range of an 

octave 

• Follow directions 

for crescendo and 

decrescendo 

(getting 

louder/quieter) 

• Sing in different 

time signatures 

•  

• Show control, 

phrasing and 

expression 

• Sing songs from 

memory with clear 

diction, accurate 

tuning and control 

of breathing 

• Sing a broad 

range of songs, 

including those 

with syncopated 

rhythms 

LISTENING • Say if they 

like/dislike a piece 

of music 

• Respond to music 

• Children are 

encouraged to find 

the pulse 

• Say what they 

like/dislike about 

a piece of music 

• Respond to 

different moods 

in music 

• Hear different 

sounds 

• Recognise 

repeated patterns 

• Recognise 

different 

instruments 

• Listen carefully to 

copy short 

rhythmic and 

melodic patterns 

• Clap  the beat in 

different pieces 

of music 

• Clap the beat in 

different pieces 

of music 

• Recognise 

different 

instruments 

• Listen to and 

compare 

traditional songs 

• Express opinion 

on pieces of 

music 

• Identify 

instruments 

• Listen to and 

compare music 

from around the 

world 

• Discuss similarities 

and differences in 

pieces of music 

• Express opinion on 

pieces of music 

using accurate 

musical vocabulary 

• Recognise genres 

of music 

• Listen and respond 

to live and 

recorded music 

• Listen to and 

compare music 

from around the 

world 

• Identify instruments 

and describe their 

effect in a piece of 

music 

• Share and justify 

opinions about 

music 

• Recognise a 

range of music 

genres and 

describe their 

characteristics 

• Discuss 

similarities and 

differences in 

pieces of music 

and explain how 

composers and 

performers 

achieve this 
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COMPOSING • Make a sequence 

of loud and quiet 

sounds 

• Clap a rhythm 

along with an adult 

• Use voices and 

instruments to 

make different 

sounds 

• Make a sequence 

of long and short 

sounds 

• Improvise simple 

vocal chants 

• Clap rhythms 

• Use voices and 

instruments to 

make different 

sounds 

• Choose sounds to 

represent 

different things 

• Understand the 

different between 

creating a rhythm 

pattern and a 

pitch pattern 

• Recognise how 

graphic notation 

can represent 

created sounds – 

explore and 

invent own 

symbols 

• Create music in 

response to a 

non-musical 

stimulus 

• Work with a 

partner to 

improvise simple 

call and response 

phrases 

• Use untuned 

percussion 

• Use graphic 

notation, dot 

notation and 

stick notation as 

appropriate to 

keep a record of 

composed pieces 

• Use music 

technology to 

capture, change 

and combine 

sounds 

 

• Improvise within 

a group – 

including call and 

response, use of 

tuned and 

untuned 

percussion 

• Structure musical 

ideas using echo 

• Use sound 

(including ICT to 

create abstract 

effects) 

• Combine known 

rhythm notation 

with letter names 

• Compose song 

accompaniments 

on untuned 

percussion 

• Improvise within a 

group using a 

range of 

instruments 

• Make creative use 

of the way sounds 

can be changed, 

organised and 

controlled 

(including ICT) 

• Begin to make 

compositional 

decisions about 

the structure of 

improvisations 

• Arrange notations 

to create 

sequences 

• Explore how to 

create a specific 

mood 

 

• Create own 

songs/raps 

• Use chords to 

compose music 

• Capture and record 

creative ideas using 

o Graphic 

symbols 

o Staff 

notation 

o technology 

• Record music 

using traditional 

notation 

• Create music 

with multiple 

sections 

• Use the 

pentatonic scale 

PERFORMING/ 

INSTRUMENTAL 

PERFORMANCE 

• Explore ways to 

make sounds with 

a range of 

instruments and 

everyday objects 

• Explore tuned and 

untuned 

instruments 

• Play tuned and 

untuned 

instruments 

musically 

• Experiment with 

different sounds 

using a range of 

instruments 

• Follow 

instructions about 

when to play and 

instrument 

• Make and 

control long and 

short sounds 

using instruments 

• Perform simple 

patterns and 

accompaniments 

keeping a pulse 

• Sing songs from 

memory 

maintaining the 

tune 

• Maintain a 

simple part 

within a group 

• Make and 

control long and 

short sounds 

using instruments 

• Perform simple 

patterns and 

accompaniments 

keeping a pulse 

 

• Sustain a rhythm 

to accompany 

singing 

• Sing songs from 

memory with 

accurate pitch 

• Play and perform 

melodies 

following staff 

notations 

• Copy short 

melodic phrases 

 

• Perform in different 

contexts with 

confidence, 

expression and in 

tune 

• Maintain a tune 

using instruments 

• Read/work out 

notes on the 

musical stave 

• Play melodies on 

tunes percussion 

• Perform 

confidently in a 

solo context 

• Play more 

complex 

instrumental 

parts with 

control 

• Rehearse, sing 

and play music 

from across a 

range of styles 

• Play a melody 

following staff 

notation 
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MUSICIANSHIP •  Pulse 

• Walk/move/clap 

to a steady beat, 

changing the 

speed as tempo 

changes 

• Use body 

percussion 

• Respond to pulse 

through 

movement and 

dance 

Rhythm 

• Perform short 

copycat rhythm 

patters 

• Perform short 

repeating 

patterns 

• Perform word-

pattern chants 

Pitch 

• Sing familiar sings 

in both high and 

low voices and 

talk about the 

difference 

Pulse 

• Understand the 

speed of the beat 

can change 

(tempo) 

• Mark the beat of 

a listening piece 

by clapping 

• Walk in time to 

the beat 

• Begin to group 

beats in twos and 

threes by tapping 

the first beat 

• Identify the beat 

groupings in 

familiar music 

Rhythm 

• Play copycat 

rhythms 

• Create rhythms 

using word 

phrases as a 

starting point 

• Read and 

respond to 

chanted rhythm 

patterns, and 

represent them 

with stick 

notation 

including 

crotchets, 

quavers and 

crotchets rests.  

• Create and 

perform their 

own chanted 

rhythm patterns 

with the same 

stick notation. 

Reading notation 

• Identify the stave 

and clef.  

• Use dot notation 

to show higher 

or lower pitch 

• Understand the 

differences 

between 

crotchets and 

paired quavers 

Reading notation 

• Introduce and 

understand the 

differences 

between minims, 

crotchets, paired 

quavers and rests.  

• Read and perform 

pitch notation 

within a defined 

range 

• Follow and 

perform simple 

rhythmic scores to 

a steady beat 

 

Reading notation 

• Further understand 

the differences 

between 

semibreves, minims, 

crotchets and 

crotchet rests, 

paired quavers and 

semiquavers. 

• Understand the 

differences between 

2/4, 3/4 and 4/4 

time signatures. 

• Read and perform 

pitch notation 

within an octave 

•  Read and play 

short rhythmic 

phrases at sight 

from prepared 

cards, using 

conventional 

symbols for known 

rhythms and note 

durations. 

Reading notation 

• Further 

understand the 

differences 

between 

semibreves, 

minims, 

crotchets, 

quavers and 

semiquavers, and 

their equivalent 

rests.  

• Further develop 

the skills to read 

and perform 

pitch notation 

within an octave 

• Read and play 

confidently from 

rhythm notation 

cards and 

rhythmic scores 

in up to 4 parts 

that contain 

known rhythms 

and note 

durations. 
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Pitch 

• Recognise dot 

notation and 

match it to 3-

note tunes 

played on tuned 

percussion 

DEVELOP AN 

UNDERSTANDING 

OF THE HISTORY 

OF MUSIC 

   • Understand that 

music can tell 

stories 

 

• Compare music 

from different 

periods in history 

• Name some 

composers and 

genres of music 

from different eras 

• Understand that 

music is a form of 

communication 

• Name some 

composers and 

genres of music 

from different eras 

• Investigate how 

technology has 

impacted on 

music  

• Name musical 

eras 
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Glossary of musical vocabulary 

taken from Model Music 

Curriculum (2021)  
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