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Dear Parents and Carers,
At Bishopton Primary School, we place the utmost importance on the safety and well-being of our pupils. It is with this commitment in mind that we have developed a policy regarding the use of mobile phones within the school environment. 
Firstly we cannot guarantee the safety or security of phones when stored at school. Additionally, mobile phones pose a challenge to our efforts regarding the filtering of content, as we cannot oversee the material children may access on their devices. We have a responsibility to provide a safe environment for learning.

We appreciate there may be exceptional circumstances where it may be necessary for a pupil to bring a mobile phone into school. For instance, this may be relevant for those pupils who walk to school unaccompanied or who are being collected by a different carer. While we maintain that the use of mobile phones during the school day will not be permitted, we are open to considering parental requests for pupils to have access to their mobile phones in these specific contexts, particularly during designated times before or after the school day.
In light of these circumstances, we kindly ask parents and carers to read through the attached Mobile Phone Agreement and sign the request, explicitly stating the specific reason for the necessity of having a mobile phone in school.
To aid clarity, we wish to outline our Pupil Mobile Phone Rules:

1. Exceptional Circumstances: All pupils who bring a phone into school must present a valid reason for doing so, and have submitted the signed agreement prior to bringing the device.

2. Online Safety Education: The school is committed to educating children about staying safe online. However, it is essential to note that the primary responsibility for safeguarding against online risks lies with parents and carers at home. We wish to foster collaboration with families to promote understanding and encourage children to engage in the responsible use of mobile technology.

3. Consequences of Non-Compliance: Pupils who do not adhere to these rules will forfeit the privilege of bringing a phone into school. Furthermore, any phone that is brought into the premises without the necessary authorisation will be confiscated and returned solely to a parent or carer.

4. Photography Protocols: Pupils must be reminded that they should not take photographs or videos of individuals without prior consent. Additionally, they must refrain from capturing images whilst entering or exiting the school premises, as some children may have specific restrictions regarding whether their image may be taken.

5. Liability for Loss or Damage: It must be emphasised that the school cannot accept responsibility for any damage or loss of a mobile phone brought onto school grounds. We advise that any personal electronic devices be properly secured at all times.

6. Restrictions on Smart Watches: We would also like to address the use of Smart Watches, which is deemed inappropriate in our school setting due to the risks associated with loss, damage, and the potential for internet safety concerns. Parents and carers are encouraged to refer to Internet Matters, which provides guidance on implementing parental controls and offers vital advice on maintaining the safety of children online.
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In conclusion, we appreciate your understanding and support in adhering to our mobile phone policy. The cooperation of parents and guardians plays a pivotal role in ensuring that our pupils are safeguarded and that learning can take place without unnecessary distractions.
We encourage you to take some time to discuss this matter with your child, outlining the importance of the rules concerning mobile phones and online safety. By working together, we can cultivate an environment that prioritises the welfare of our students and fosters their educational growth.
Please find the attached Mobile Phone Agreement for your perusal. Kindly sign and return it to us at your earliest convenience.
Thank you for your continued support.

Yours sincerely,

Mr. A. Smith

Headteacher
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