
90 Books You Should Read Before You Grow Up 

Ages 4-6 

 

Snug by Michael Morpurgo 

The Paper Dolls by Julia Donaldson 

The Tale of Peter Rabbit (and all her others!) by Beatrix Potter 

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen 

Slinky Malinky by Lynley Dodd 

Each Peach Pear Plum by Janet and Alan Ahlberg 

I Will Not Ever Eat a Tomato by Lauren Child 

The Enormous Crocodile by Roald Dahl 

The Fox and the Star by Coralie Bickford-Smith 

Nothing by Mick Inkpen 

Dogger by Shirley Hughes 

The Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson 

Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak 

Teeny Tiny and the Witch Woman by Barbara K. Walker 

The Twits by Roald Dahl 

The Tiger Who Came to Tea by Judith Kerr 

The Cat in the Hat by Dr Seuss 

Big Mum Plum by Daniel Postgate 

Looking for Bear by Holly Webb 

Giraffes Can’t Dance by Giles Andreae 

The Great Dog Bottom Swap by Peter Bently 

Billy’s Bucket by Kes Grey 

The Highway Rat by Julia Donaldson 

Fox by Isabel Thomas 

Mr Gum and the Biscuit Billionaire by Andy Stanton 

The Wrong Pong by Steven Butler 

The Iron Man by Ted Hughes 

The Worst Witch by Jill Murphy 

Handa’s Surprise by Eileen Brown 

The Arrival by Shaun Tan 

 



90 Books You Should Read Before You Grow Up 

Ages 7-9 

 

The Magic Faraway Tree by Enid Blyton 

The Butterfly Lion by Michael Morpurgo 

Fantastic Mr Fox- Roald Dahl 

Charlotte’s Web E.B. White 

The Hundred Mile an Hour Dog by Jeremy Strong 

How to Train Your Dragon by Cressida Cowell 

The Mouse and His Child by Russell Hoban 

The Box of Delights by John Masefield 

The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe by CS Lewis 

Grandpa’s Great Escape by David Walliams 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl 

Revolting Rhymes by Roald Dahl 

Flamingo Boy by Michael Morpurgo 

Clever Polly and the Stupid Wolf by Catherine Storr 

The Last Wild by Piers Torday 

I Cosmo by Carlie Sorosiak 

Walking the Bear by Nicola Davies 

The Boy the Bird and the Coffin Maker by Matilda Woods 

The Midnight Gang by David Walliams 

The Ickabog by J.K.Rowling 

The Good Bear by Sarah Lean 

Gobolino the Witch’s Cat by Ursula Moray Williams 

My Brother is a Superhero by David Solomons 

Matilda by Roald Dahl 

The Demon Headmaster by Gillian Cross 

The Sheep Pig by Dick King Smith 

One Dog and his Boy by Eva Ibbotson 

The Unforgotten Coat by Frank Cottrell Boyce 

Varjak Paw by SF Said 

 

 



90 Books You Should Read Before You Grow Up 

Ages 9-11 

 

Goodnight Mr Tom by Michelle Magorian 

The Explorer by Katherine Rundell 

Holes by Louis Sachar 

Cogheart by Peter Bunzl 

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind (young readers’ edition) by William Kamkwamba 

Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo 

Once by Morris Gleitzman 

Skellig by David Almond 

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone by J.K. Rowling 

The Wolves of Willoughby Chase by Joan Aiken 

Stay Where You Are and Then Leave by John Boyne 

Journey to the River Sea by Eva Ibbotson 

Northern Lights by Phillip Pullman 

Lionboy by Zizou Corder 

The Enemy Charlie Higson 

The Dark is Rising by Susan Hill 

Wonder by R.J.Palacio 

Watership Down by Richard Adams 

The Hobbit J.R.R Tolkien 

War Horse by Michael Morpurgo 

Scarlet Ibis by Gill Lewis 

The Umbrella Mouse by Anna Fargher 

Pax by Sarah Pennypacker 

The White Giraffe by Lauren St John 

The Girl of Ink and Stars by Kiran Millwood Hargrave 

The Giver by Lois Lowry 

Swallows and Amazons by Arthur Ransome 

When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit by Judith Kerr 

Windrush Child by Benjamin Zephaniah 

Pig Heart Boy by Malorie Blackman 

 

 



 


