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Nanak and the twenty rupees

Mehta Kalu was Guru Nanaks father. He didn't
know what to do about his twelve-year-old
son. Nanak loved everyone and wanted to help.
them. Everything he had, he liked to give away
to help the poor. Clothes, shoes, books, money.
were all given freely to those in need. Nanak
even gave away his own food to the hungry. It
was not what the son of a merchant should do!

‘One day, Mehta Kalu gave Nanak twenty rupees,
‘which was a large amount of money in those
‘days and instructed him to go away and do
some trade. He hoped his son would prove
himself a good trader and return home a rich
man.

Nanak and his friends Bala and Mardana
travelled from vilage to village, encouraging the
people to help each other and to think of God
and what He wanted them to do.

After atime, Nanak and his friends came upon
twenty men who were praying to God. They
were thin and ther legs could barely support
them. When Nanak asked i they were hungry,
they admitted they were but had no money to
buy food,

Nanak and his friends joined them to pray, but
never once did the men ask for anything. Nanak
thought about the hungry men, what he had
been telling the people on his travels, and the
wishes of his father.

“Let us go and buy food for our hungry brothers.
with the twenty rupees | havel’ he shouted.

‘The twenty rupees were spent on food and
milk, and after the men had eaten they
were extremely grateful and thanked Nanak
profusely.

Nanak returned to his father's house with
empty pockets and a full heart.

So; said Mehta Kalu to his son, ‘did you do
successful business?”

Idid answered Nanak:

“Excellent; said Mehta Kalu. "How much money
did you make?"

‘Money? answered Nanak. | didn't make any
money at all. Not a penny. Nothing

“Then, how much money have you brought
back?’ asked his father.

“The same amount of money | have made,”
answered Nanak, ‘none.”

By this point, Mehta Kalu's face began to twitch
‘with anger. You've made no money, come back
‘with nothing, yet you say you have done some
good business? How can this be? Please telll

‘I have traded money for afeeling that no.
amount of rupees could buy; said Guru Nanak,
before explaining what he had done.

“You fooll’ screamed Mehta Kalu. 1 fail to
beleve how any son of mine can be such an
idiot] Make ‘rade’ | saidl’ and with that he.
brought his hand sharply across NanaK's cheek.
Nanak didr't flinch.

‘What other trade can be better than helping
others?” he asked calmiy.

Mehta Kalu didn't hear. He was striding angrily
‘away from his son.




