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Monday 20th April

Dear Parents and Carers,

I hope you are all well and are looking forward to the structure of the day which the children will embark upon now that the summer term has started again.

This academic year at Bishopton has all been about enhancing our love of reading and our appreciation of books. After speaking to children in the school shortly after the Christmas holidays it became apparent that our new reading policies were working- the enthusiasm and sheer joy I received from the children when we discussed the books they had been reading in class was quite obvious. This is something that we must not lose in light of the present circumstances and for this reason I will be outlining a new development in Literacy learning that Bishopton will be implementing.

Firstly, Bishopton have signed up to an ebook reading scheme with Oxford Owls which will enable all of the children in the school to continue with their reading practice. The Oxford Owl reading scheme offers a wide range of reading books for children from age 4 upwards and these can be accessed very easily as I will outline below. The books on the Oxford Owl reading scheme are supported with audio but it is essential that your child is also reading their selected book; it is fine if they want the audio to accompany them while they read or if they would like to listen to the audio version after but you child does need to be reading too. There are also optional follow up exercises at the end of the book if you wish to do them but the main aim is for children to be reading to develop their fluency and discussing the text to improve comprehension skills.
Accessing the Oxford Owl ebooks:
Step 1 

Google oxfordowl.com
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Step 2

Go to the bars in the top corner- click and look for My Class Login
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Step 3
Enter your  My Class Name and My Class Password which will be sent to you shortly by your child’s class teacher
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Enter the login details given to
you by your teacher.

Problems logging in?

Teachers - this is the class login
box. To log in with your own
details please Log in here.
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Step 4

Select from the Age Group box the appropriate age group for your child and choose a book which your child would like to read.
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Remember that it is not a race for your child to read all of the books as quickly as they can.  A range of reading techniques can be used for them to fully benefit from each book- both in their fluency and comprehension. Therefore, it is advisable to use a range of the following methods: 
· reading aloud with support from you
·  reading in their head alongside the audio version
·  listening to the audio version
·  answering questions from the back of the book or ones you may wish to ask them to check their understanding.
It is important to remember that books are there to be enjoyed and time should be spent exploring them. I have developed some short videos outlining different ways of developing reading skills which I will be informing you about in the coming week. 

For those children who have a Warwickshire County library card you may want to have a look at their Borrow Box scheme which allows children to loan ebooks from the library- https://www.borrowbox.com/
Books are an essential form of escapism at any time but especially so during the present lockdown. Both children and adults can take themselves off to amazing places, read stories of other people’s immense struggles and develop those important feelings of empathy. Keep reading and discovering.

If you do encounter any problems or have any queries with accessing the Oxford Owl ebooks then please email your child’s class teacher.

Best wishes,

Mrs Graver (Literacy co-ordinator)
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