Wednesday 13th January 2021
Numeracy: Arrays 
An array in maths is an arrangement of objects, numbers or pictures in columns or rows. The purpose of an array is to help children understand multiplication and division.
Today the children’s task is to create arrays using household items. Once they have done that are they then able to come up with number sentences to go with that array.
Key note: Arrays are made up of equal groups so in each row there needs to be the same amount and, in each column, the same amount. However, the rows and columns can have different amounts.
[image: Arrays Start at Zero: What's up with that? | by Jonathan Bluks | Noteworthy  - The Journal Blog]Example:
Here is an array made of doughnuts.
There are 3 rows.
There are 4 columns.
So, the sums would be.
3 + 3 + 3 + 3 = 12
4 + 4 + 4 = 12
3 x 4 = 12
4 x 3 = 12

Some key questions include;
What is a column?
What is a row?
How many rows/columns are there?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Can all numbers be made into arrays?
Extension: If you have 12 items how many different arrays can you make. Either draw them, take photos or write down the arrays you make that all equal 12. 

This is a very tricky concept for a lot of children so don’t worry if they don’t fully understand arrays. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you need any support with how to explain or support your child/children. 
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